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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a}. In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

. If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 20 January 2004 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 11 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for.the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

2. Claims 1-5. 8, 12. 16-17, 21-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Lai et al. (US PAT: 6.288,740, hereinafter Lai). 

Regarding claim 1 , Lai discloses a method for user in composing one or more 
compressed video input streams into at least one compressed output stream of a 
composed layout, the method comprising: converting each one of the two or more 
compressed video input streams into one or more sub-encoded stream, wherein each of 
the sub-encoded stream is associated with a segment in at least one compressed 
output stream of the composed layout, manipulating the one or more sub-encoded 
streams according to the location of the associated segment in the composed layout of 
the compressed output stream, and transferring the manipulated one or more sub- 
encoded streams as the compressed output stream (figs. 1-2, col. 4, line 54 - col. 5, 
line 61, col. 6 lines 1-67). 

Regarding claim 12, Lai discloses a method for use in composing sub-encoded 
video input streams from two or more endpoint into to one compressed output stream of 
a compressed layout, the method comprising: receiving the sub-encoded video input 
streams from two more end points (38, fig. 3), associating each one of the two or more 
sub-encoded video input streams to a segment in the composed layout, manipulating 
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the received sub-encoded video input streams from two or more endpoints according to 
the location of its associated segment In the composed layout of the compressed output 
stream, and transferring the manipulated two or more sub-encoded streams as the 
compressed output stream (figs. 1-2, col. 4, line 54 - col. 5, line 61 , col. 6 lines 1-67). 

Regarding claim 17, Lai discloses a system comprising: at least two input 
modules (for example 102-i, fig. 2) being operative to receive a compressed input 
stream, and deliver one or more sub-encoded streams, at least one output module in . 
(VCP 26) being operative to receive two or more sub-encoded streams, and deliver a 
compressed output stream of a composed layout, wherein the output module 
manipulates location dependent information in the sub-encoded stream according to its 
location in the composed layout (figs. 1-2, col. 4, line 54 - col. 5, line 61 , col. 6 lines 1- 
67). 

Regarding claims 2-5 and 22, Lai further teaches the following: transferring one 
or more sub-encoded streams of each one of the two or more compressed video input 
streams to a sub-encoded common interface (reads on 82, fig. 2), getting from the sub- 
encoded common interface the one or more sub-encoded streams that are associated 
with the output stream, converting each one of the two or more compressed video input 
streams into one or more sub-encoded stream further comprises changing the 
resolution of sub-encoded stream (col. 5 lines 1 1-14), converting each one of the two or 
more compressed video input streams into one or more sub-encoded stream is 
independent of the location of the associated segment of the sub-encoded stream in the 
compressed output stream, a compressed common interface (reads on 36, figs. 1-2), a 
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sub-encoded common interface, wherein the compressed video common interface is 
operative to carry the compressed input streams and compressed output stream and 
wherein the sub-encoded common interface is operative to carry the sub-encoded 
streams between the input modules and output module (figs. 1-2, col. 4, line 54 - col. 5, 
line 61. col. 6 lines 1-67). 

Regarding claims 8. 16, 21 , Lai teaches the following: one or more sub-encoded 
streams are not QCIF compliant (this is implied in as much as the reference discloses 
codec without any reference to QCIF, col. 4 lines 61-64). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 6-7, 9-10, 1 1 13-15. 18-20, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lai in view of Wang et al. (US 2003/0099294, filed 1 1-20-2002, 
hereinafter Wang). 

Regarding claims 6-7, 1 1 , 13-15,18-20, Lai does not teach the following: 
compressed output stream conforms to: the H.264 standard, MPEG-4 part 10 standard, 
H.263, MPEG-1 .MPEG-2, and MPEG-4 standards. 

However, Wang discloses picture level adaptive frame/field coding for digital 
video content which teaches the following: numerous video coding methods such as 
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the H.264 standard, MPEG-4 part 10 standard, H.263, MPEG-1 ,MPEG-2. and MPEG-4 
standards (Paragraphs: 0001 , 0007. 0039). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary sl^ill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify Lai's system to provide for the following: compressed 
output stream confonns to: the H.264 standard, MPEG-4 part 10 standard, H.263, 
MPEG-1 ,MPEG-2, and MPEG-4 standards as this arrangement would provide for 
coding and decoding standards which would be useful for coding and decoding under 
variety of circumstances, thus enhancing the application capability of the video system. 

Regarding claims 9-10, Lai teaches the following: combining two or more 
segments into one slice group, two or more segments are combined into one slice 
group do not share a raster scan line (col. 5 lines 56-61). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Melur Ramakrishnaiah whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-8098. The examiner can nonnally be reached on 9 Hr schedule. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Curt Kuntz can be reached on (571) 272-7499. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infonnation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-dlrect.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). > 




Melur Ramakrishnalah 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2643 




